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Like people, institutions grow and evolve in mysterious ways. More than 100 years is 

a long time for individuals, but such a period, like the 106 years of this School’s life, 

marks adolescence for an institution. Rapidly changing times also present special 

challenges. With significant declines in state support and debilitating budget cuts, it 

has become clear the School cannot continue to thrive unless we rethink its role in the 

world and how it operates. 

When I started my tenure as dean, the state and University faced the threat of a staff 

furlough. Since then we have received two of the largest base budget cuts in the School’s 

history. Despite these threats, and perhaps because of the shifting ground under our feet, in 

2015 we collectively set ourselves the task of fulfilling an audacious vision of becoming 

the pioneering force for global impact through design. We are well on our way to doing that. 

We stabilized our enrollment by growing back to a healthy level of 965 students. As 

you will see in this volume, we launched new institutes to partner with industry and the 

professions. The institutes provide research infrastructure and continuity to generate 

unique educational opportunities for our students and research opportunities for our 

faculty. We recruited six new faculty members and diversified our faculty ranks. We 

launched unprecedented levels of support through new internal grants programs for 

faculty to conduct research and development. 

To embrace our alumni as an integral part of our school, we launched the School of 12,000 

initiative. From my personal meetings with over 1,000 alumni and all of our students, I 

learned that the School does not consist of just current students, but also of its 11,000 

alumni. Together, we are a School of 12,000 with the Lawrence campus as the nucleus of a 

global network. At our graduation ceremonies, instead of handing out mock diplomas, we 

now award a “Certificate of Admission into the School of 12,000” to each graduate.

To provide long-term support for our school, we formed a multidisciplinary Dean’s 

Advisory Board with 45 industry leaders in the US. Since its inception two years ago, 

the board has donated nearly $1 million, including the largest outright gift from an alum 

in our history—$250,000 for our Interior Architecture and Design Program from David 

Mourning. We raised many large planned gifts. Annual philanthropic pledges have 

increased 98.9%, and our unrestricted cash has grown by 371.7% since fiscal 2015.

We formed The Goldwin Goldsmith Guild, an elite giving society named after 

the founding head of the School, Dr. Goldwin Goldsmith. Guild members donate 

unrestricted cash gifts and make five-year commitments to give $25,000 or higher in 

unrestricted funding to support strategic initiatives.

Our branding and communications campaign includes a new school magazine, which 

you hold in your hands, a new web site, branded materials, a promotional video, and a 

national campaign.

We initiated conversations to forge collaborations with institutions in China, South Korea, 

India, and Chile and strengthened our longstanding study+intern abroad program in France. 

In recognition of our growing reputation, AZURE, a leading design publication, listed the 

KU architecture program among the top 17 in the world and top ten in the US for the first 

time. The Department of Design won “Best School” at the National Student Show and 

Conference five years in a row.

Our School’s storied past undergirds our infancy as a reinvented institution. As we change, 

however, our values remain constant. We are the temporary custodians of this great school.

The motto of Kansas is Ad Astra Per Aspera, meaning “to the stars through difficulties.” 

Most mottos are empty words, but not this one. From our motto we know that the path 

to the stars is paved with difficulties. We wouldn’t have it any other way!

I have no doubt that our School will continue to be a pioneering force in the world. Ad 

Astra, Per Aspera! 

 

Rock Chalk!

Mahesh Daas
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On the cover:   Marvin Hall is mirrored in The Forum, which was designed and built by Studio 804 students 

                          Photo: ©2017 University of Kansas/Marketing Communications/Andrew Lee. 

On the page 2: A mosaic of images captures Dean Mahesh Daas’ meetings with over 1,000 alumni and   

                          1,400 students since his arrival. Image credit: Dean Mahesh Daas
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ALUMNI QUEST

In October, Arc/D alumni gathered in Marvin Hall to explore current 

and future intersections in the professions of architecture and design 

at the School’s third annual Alumni Symposium. This year’s theme 

was 12K Who Converge.

In the first session, Converging on Society, speakers discussed 

how design impacts an interconnected world where we see things 

happening faster than ever before. The second session, Converging 

Disciplines, explored how the line between design and architecture 

is blurring. The final session, Converging on Data, examined how the 

future of design may be based on data. Speakers discussed using 

design to wrangle, cull, and organize data to better society or create 

a better user experience.

TOPICS FOR THE NEXT SYMPOSIUM ARE UNDER DISCUSSION 

NOW. WILL YOU JOIN US IN 2019?

_

Illustration of and by Anne Patterson

MORTAR BOARD’S  
OUTSTANDING EDUCATORS
 
Andrea Herstowski, associate professor of 

design, was named one of Mortar Board’s 

Outstanding Educators for 2017. Herstowski was 

one of only five KU faculty members honored by 

the University of Kansas chapter of Mortar Board, 

a national honor society for college seniors. 

Mortar Board members select Outstanding 

Educators for their devotion to academia, 

teaching style, accessibility, knowledge of their 

subject and other special qualities unique to the 

educator. Mortar Board membership is based 

on distinguished achievement in scholarship, 

leadership and service. KU’s Torch chapter 

became part of Mortar Board in 1924, making 

it one of the oldest collegiate chapters of the 

national honor society.

Stephen T. Johnson, lecturer in design and illustration, is 

a finalist for public art to be created for Fire Station No.1 & 

Senior Center in Lawrence, KS, and is working with Franz 

Mayer of Munich, Germany, on three large mosaic murals to 

be installed in 2019 at the new Lenexa Library City Center.  

Emprise Bank of Wichita recently purchased five iconic 

paintings from his award-winning children’s books “Alphabet 

City” and “City by Numbers” for their permanent collection.  

Stephen is also in the final stages of a new children’s book 

about music to be published by Simon & Schuster in 2019.

BOB AND KATHIE TAYLOR EXCELLENCE  
IN TEACHING AWARDS 

Anne Patterson, lecturer of architecture, has been honored with one 

of the first KU teaching awards recognizing non-tenure track faculty. 

Patterson has been named one of the three winners of the Bob and 

Kathie Taylor Excellence in Teaching Awards. “The recipients of these 

awards have demonstrated an outstanding capability to help our 

students reach their full potential,” says Chancellor Douglas A. Girod. 

“Through their exceptional teaching, they have earned the esteem of 

their students and their peers. They should be deservedly proud of 

their contribution to the important work of our university.”

The work of Gregory Thomas, professor of 

design, and his students at the Center for Design 

Research caught the attention of Health System 

Specialist, a new publication from  the Financial 

Times that serves healthcare system executives. 

In an August 2018 article on the robot revolution 

in hospitals, the publication highlighted the CDR’s 

recent work on deploying Naos or Pepper robots 

as personal assistants for patients at Children’s 

Mercy Hospital in Kansas City, Mo.

Mahbub Rashid, professor of architecture and Arc/D 

associate dean for research and graduate studies is 

one of only 11 KU faculty members to be named Senior 

Administrative Fellows for the 2018-2019 academic year 

by the University. The fellow program, which began in 

1993, cultivates the leadership skills and organizational 

know-how of tenured faculty through a yearlong 

exploration and mentoring curriculum.

Dean Mahesh Daas’s recent co-edited book Towards A Robotic 

Architecture has been named Top Tech Book of 2018 by New York-based 

Architect’s Newspaper. Daas also spoke at the United Nations in June 

on “Cities and Robots.” The panel was chaired by H.E. Mr. Michal Mlynar, 

Permanent Representative of Slovak Republic to the United Nations, and 

moderated by Professor Urs Gauchat, dean emeritus of the New Jersey 

Institute of Technology College of Architecture and Design. Daas was also 

invited to co-moderate a panel at the Rob|Arch international conference 

held at ETH, Zurich. 

A BIKING REVOLUTION 
 

Lance Rake, professor design, and Nils Gore, professor of 

architecture, hit the road with John Bielenberg, director of 

the Think Wrong Institute, to showcase a utility bamboo 

bike at the 2018 North American Handmade Bicycle Show in 

Hartford, Conn, in February. 

 

The bike on display, called “Dharavi,” was designed to be a 

simple, locally sourced bike-share bike for the Indian Institute 

of Technology Bombay campus in Mumbai. The idea to build 

this bike was borne out Rake’s Fulbright research in India. 

The bike is built primarily using bamboo, and the working 

prototype looks to use plastic connector pieces that are 

molded from recycled water bottles. 

FACULTY 
ACCOLADES

Barry Fitzgerald, professor of design (illustration and animation) 

has seen more success. A selection of mixed-media paintings 

from his exhibition, titled The New Normal, that was displayed at 

the Berger Sandzen Memorial Gallery in the spring of 2018 have 

been recognized and awarded by Lurzer’s Archive 200 Best 

Illustrators Worldwide, 3X3 International Illustration Annual, London 

International Creative Competition, and Studio Visit Magazine. 

Lurzer’s Archive selected five paintings from over 4,000 entries. 

This is the fourth consecutive time Fitzgerald has been accepted 

into this international competition. 3X3 International Illustration 

Annual also selected five images into their competition, as did 

the London International Creative Competition. His work was also 

recognized by Studio Visit Magazine University. 

Kapila Silva, associate professor of 

architecture, is one of only two recipients of 

the 2018 K. Barbara Schowen Undergraduate 

Research Mentor Award. The award is based 

on a nomination packet submitted by the 

Department of Architecture which included 

nomination letters from faculty colleagues and 

current and former students, describing the 

significant impact he has had on students and 

the admiration his peers have for his mentoring 

of student research and creative work.

_

Andrea Herstowski and her students

_

Lance Rake with his bamboo bike at NAHBS 2018
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put

ASAI AWARD 

 

Daniela Chenjia Langer won the Student Award of 

Distinction in the American Society of Architectural 

Illustrators (ASAI) Architecture’s Perspective 33 

rendering competition. 

Alex Anderson (BFA ‘14) lecturer in Visual 

Communication, turned to a No. 2 pencil and cheap 

printer paper to begin the creative process that enabled 

him to create the artistic theme for the 2018 NFL preview 

issue of the ESPN, which went on sale in August. On 

Instagram, Anderson notes “I think if you had told 13-year-

old Alex that his photo would be in ESPN The Magazine 

for anything other than being a professional skateboarder, 

he would definitely not have believed you.... Got to do 

some really fun work for the NFL preview issue.”

As he explains in the magazine in an article that runs 

next to his photo: “Tasked with creating unique brands 

for some of the NFL’s biggest stars, I was inspired by the 

strong, timeless and bold logos of corporations from the 

‘60s and ‘70s mixed with the players’ unique personal 

styles. Now more than ever in the NFL, the names on the 

back of the jerseys are just as important as the ones on 

the front. I started this project the same old-school way 

I start everything: with a No. 2 pencil and cheap printer 

paper. Sketching is a fundamental part of my process, and 

then it’s just a matter of going from pencils to pixels.”

KU Design students made their presence known in 

April at the largest competition for communication 

arts students in the country, The National Student 

Show. Sponsored by the Dallas Society of Visual 

Communications, this professionally judged competition 

accepted 41 projects or portfolios from students in the 

Department of Design. This compares to 24 KU portfolios 

or projects accepted in 2017.

Our students swept the sophomore portfolio category 

with all the accepted portfolios coming from our Design 

Department. We were a substantial presence in other 

categories with five of eight accepted portfolios 

for juniors and five of 14 accepted portfolios 

for seniors coming from our students. 

41

AIA AWARDS ALUMNI
 

Two Arc/D alumni have been honored with the Associates 

Award from the American Institute of Architects. A five-member 

jury chose Jake Banton (MArch ‘15) and Timarie Trarbach 

(MArch ‘12) for the award, which is given to Associate AIA 

members to recognize outstanding leaders and creative thinkers 

for significant contributions to their communities and the 

architecture profession. 

BEYOND BELIEF

TAKING OVER THE SHOW

A RISING STAR 

Kate Renner (MArch ‘12) has been named one of six Rising Stars 

by Healthcare Design magazine. Renner is an associate at HKS Inc., 

Washington, D.C.

Launched this year, the award program recognizes newcomers to 

the field who are positioned to be the industry’s next great leaders.

Photography student 

Deven Knapp was named 

a KU Undergraduate 

Research Award winner

When political newcomer Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez won a landslide political 

victory this summer in New York City over the man insiders thought would one 

day be Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives, political commentators went 

wild. Along with mentioning her youth (only 28) and liberal platform, they touted 

the strength of one aspect of her campaign that surprised everyone—its visual 

design.

 

Spearheaded by Scott Starrett (BFA ‘07) and created by his firm, Tandem Design 

NYC, the candidate’s visual look, and especially her campaign posters, broke 

almost every visual rule in the political playbook, including using a radical color 

palette, typography not normally seen in politics, and a photo that made the 

candidate look more like the star of a heroic movie than a politician. 

 

“For starters, the design is actually good, which is less common than one 

would expect in today’s professionalized political realm,” Nolen Strals and 

Bruce Willen wrote in the June 28 Washington Post. “And its energetic visual 

style steps outside the safe and stale boundaries of political campaign design. 

Ocasio-Cortez’s campaign posters would look just as good promoting a new 

Netflix series, and they turn her into the star of her own campaign. Since history 

remembers the victors, we hope the surprising success of Ocasio-Cortez paves 

the way for more forward-looking and adventurous political design.”

In the July 2 Vox, Diana Budds talked about the brilliance of stepping away from 

politics’ traditional red, white, and blue, and instead incorporating unusual colors 

like purple, which represents red and blue coming together.

 

“Tandem also used nontraditional yellow to associate positivity with Ocasio-

Cortez’s campaign,” Budds wrote. “Blue is the third official color, which is the 

Democrat’s traditional hue.”

 

In the July 2 Fast Company, Aileen Kwun featured an interview with Starrett, who 

designed the overall campaign brand and visual identity as an in-kind donation.

 

“’The grassroots campaign sought to speak to a different voter base and 

audience–and that required a different visual language,” explains Starrett.

 

Ocasio-Cortez defeated 10-term Democratic incumbent Joe Crowley 57 percent 

to 42 percent in a primary election that chose the Democratic candidate for the 

seat. The district is so heavily Democratic that she is expected to easily win in 

November.

Vox 

The brilliance of Alexandria Ocasio-

Cortez’s bold campaign design 

Fast Company 

How the Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 

campaign got its powerful design 

N+1

Revolutionary Posters An interview with 

the designers behind Alexandria Ocasio-

Cortez’s campaign 

Gothamist

The Story Behind Alexandria Ocasio-

Cortez’s WPA-Inspired Campaign 

Posters 

Washington Post 

Ocasio-Cortez scored a victory — for 

well-designed campaign posters 

ALUM TRANSFORMS 
POLITICS

GRADUATE HONOR

Ryan Cunningham (BFA ‘16) is one of only four winners of the 

2018 Industrial Designers Society of America Graduate Student 

Merit Awards. Each year, IDSA recognizes exceptional student 

design talent through its Student Merit Awards program. 

The competition highlights the very best creativity, problem 

solving and design brilliance across each of IDSA’s Design 

Districts. Cunningham is a graduate student at ArtCenter 

College of Design in Pasadena, Calif.



_

Anne Patterson works with two students on models 

in an introductory architecture class. 
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10
ARCHITECTURE NAMED TO TOP 10 

The KU School of Architecture & Design has been named one of the 

top 10 architecture programs in the United States and one of the top 17 

in the world by Azure, an international news organization that covers 

contemporary architecture and design.

  

“Our academic community and alumni are thrilled to receive global 

recognition for the innovative work we do and for our students’ 

distinctive educational experience,” says Dean Mahesh Daas. “We are 

beginning to realize the fruits of our vision to be the pioneering force 

for global impact through design.”

 

Azure cited Arc/D’s renowned Studio 804 and course development that 

incorporates input from international professionals as being among its 

many strengths. The editors also touted Arc/D’s global-study programs 

that immerse students in historical and modern architecture. 

KUDOS 20188 9THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
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THE PIONEERING 
FORCE FOR 
GLOBAL IMPACT 
THROUGH DESIGN.
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Arc/D is a pioneering force in the world through research, 

outreach, community service, and education. Our Study Abroad 

programs and the many international students we teach have 

worldwide impact. Here Nick Vaaler an ARCH 509 student 

prepares to sand blast a wall on the 3rd floor of Marvin Hall as 

part of the construction of the Studio of the Future, a project that 

engaged students from the United States and France.
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_

Students work in the newly redesigned and renovated Studio of 

the Future on Marvin Hall’s 3rd floor. 

In the Army, boot camp tears down recruits’ personality and 

then builds them up—stronger, tougher, and more disciplined. 

In KU Architecture, the Design/Build Program tears down 

misperceptions, fills in gaps in experience, and transforms 

students into smarter, more effective architects. 

 

“If you’ve never held a wood board in your hands, how are 

you going to detail how you’re going to put boards together?” 

asks Dan Rockhill, the JL Constant Distinguished Professor of 

Architecture and executive director of Studio 804. “If you’ve 

never been involved in any aspect of building, how are you 

going to be the one who tells others how to build? These are 

good kids, but to become a good architect, you need to be 

closely involved in designing and putting buildings together. I 

see this as a kind of architecture boot camp.”

 

Chad Kraus, an associate professor of architecture, says the 

profession of architecture has moved far from its origin where 

all designers were also builders. 

 

“Many architects have little direct experience with building,” 

Kraus says. “They’re drawing details they’ve never actually 

built, consequently they may lack empathy with their 

craftspeople. Their details can lack realism. There is a level 

of precision that is not necessarily achievable, and that can 

create an inherently adversarial relationship between architect 

and contractor because the architect doesn’t fully understand 

what they’re asking the contractor to build.” 

 

The Design/Build Program at KU encompasses two 

components. Studio 804 is the internationally famous, big 

daddy of the program. Launched in 1995, Studio 804 and 

its students have designed and built 23 different structures, 

including 10 Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 

(LEED) Platinum Certified buildings and numerous other award-

winning projects. An elective for 5th year M.Arch. students, 

Studio 804 requires the 10 to 20 students who take the class 

each year to apply to get into the class and to dedicate all of 

their time to their project for an entire academic year.

 

DESIGN/BUILD

ARCH 509, Architectural Design IV, is a one-

semester, six-credit-hour course that has become 

a rite of passage for all M.Arch students. Taught 

by multiple professors, the class is required for 

all third-year students. The class takes students 

through the entire design/build process on 

smaller scale projects. 

 

Studio 804 is also unique because it is an 

independent 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation. 

Affiliated with KU, Studio 804 is financially and 

legally independent of it. ARCH 509 is a part of 

the University, although building expenses are 

paid by clients. 

 

“I’m not subsidized by the University,” Rockhill 

says. “The University provides warehouse space 

and pays my salary, and students are enrolled in 

a course, but the projects are my own doing, and 

we have to find the property and buy it.”

 

Usually this means that part of the financing 

comes from money raised by the sale of a 

previous year’s house. Students fundraise to 

finance the rest of the money. 

 

Studio 804’s most recent project is at 1220 12th St. in Lawrence’s Brook Creek 

Neighborhood. Built on a former scrap yard and an adjacent lot, the project includes a 

1,500 square foot main house and 500 square foot accessory unit, which can be used as an 

additional bedroom or an office.

 

Along the east side of the house, a main corridor, clad in glass, connects the shared and 

private spaces, while providing an expansive view of the natural landscape in the adjacent lot. 

In keeping with Studio 804 tradition, students utilized re-purposed materials and incorporated 

new and advanced building technologies. The super-insulated building envelope emphasizes 

both sustainability and efficiency. Designed to make a limited impact on the environment and 

surrounding ecosystem, the project is designed to qualify for a LEED Platinum rating. Native 

plantings and pervious surfaces cover the site to reduce the amount of rainwater that flows 

into the storm system. Highly efficient ventilation systems and natural daylighting reduce 

the use of mechanical conditioning. The two dwellings blend together through a single-level 

design scheme that accommodates all users.

Among other projects, ARCH 509 students built the new 

Cafe and Gallery in Chalmers Hall, and a new lobby anchored 

by an exposed rammed earth wall in Marvin Studios. ARCH 

509 students have also built a pavilion in Audio-Reader’s 

Sensory Garden, composed of a compacted earth floor, 

rammed earth walls, a charred cedar screen wall, build-in 

cedar benches and a mass timber screw-laminated charred 

cedar roof clad in powder-coated steel shingles. In progress 

for ARCH 509 is a redesign and renovation of a portion of 

Marvin Hall’s 3rd floor. This project will create a Makerstudio 

with an open floor plan and a built-in, 22’-long, centrally 

located, Hackberry slab work surface to structure the room 

and act as a hearth to bring students and faculty together.

Program Transforms Students

_

Students work on the 2013 Studio 804 project.

_

Studio 804’s 2018 project at 1220 E. 12th St. in Lawrence, Kansas

P
H

O
TO

 B
Y

 B
R

U
C

E
  W

A
G

M
A

N

C
O

U
R

TE
S

Y
 O

F 
S

TU
D

IO
 8

0
4

C
O

U
R

TE
S

Y
 O

F 
S

TU
D

IO
 8

0
4



KUDOS 2018 THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS14 15

A car can only be a car, or can it? A robot will only ever be a toy, or will it? And we are all doomed 

to get lost in the maze-like corridors of a medical center, or are we? These are the kinds of 

questions Arc/D’s Center for Design Research (CDR) confronts every semester. 

 

Founded in 2009, The CDR pairs corporate sponsors who want to consider new uses for their 

products with a select group of undergraduates who seek projects to cap their student careers 

at KU. Working under the supervision of Design Research Director Greg Thomas, an average of 

10 students every semester meets with the sponsors, review their products, conduct research, 

go through the design process, and present their findings. Students must apply to get into the 

course, but once approved they can take it over and over again because each semester presents 

a new sponsor and a new problem to solve. In the process, students gain vital experience and 

participate in what Thomas calls a “14-week-long job interview” working with industry sponsors 

who could one day become their employers.

The Center for Design Research Provides Student Opportunities

REAL WORLD 
IMPACT

 

CDR’s other big job is to change their sponsors perspective. 

 

“Our job is to get our sponsors to think differently,” Thomas says. “We take things people 

come up with and repurpose them.”

 

Past projects include the Wellcar, a Ford Transit Connect Wagon the Center turned into a 

rolling health clinic. With the help of corporate donations like telemonitoring equipment 

from Philip, a blood pressure monitor from HealthSTATS International, and a tool that helps 

asthma patients monitor their symptoms from Noble International, the Center created a car 

that a nurse practitioner can drive to isolated rural areas to provide healthcare. A working 

prototype was created. Now based in Hays, KS, the prototyle has been helping patients for 

more than two years.

 

In another project, Thomas and his students took on the task of finding a way to use a robot 

to help hospitalized children. Produced by SoftBank Robotics, an arm of Sprint’s Tokyo-

based parent company, SoftBank Group Corp, the robot is 23 inches tall and 9.5 pounds. The 

students realized that the humanoid robot with big blue eyes could provide comfort and 

support to hospitalized children in ways parents, nurses and doctors are unable to. Working 

with Children’s Mercy Hospital in Kansas City, MO., the students learned that children suffer 

from anxiety, loneliness, and depression when they are hospitalized. The students devised 

nine different ways the robot’s speech and facial-recognition capabilities could provide 

companionship, caregiving, and health monitoring to young patients. 

 

The Center’s students also devised a solution to a problem we all face in huge buildings: How 

do you find your way around? Partnering with The KU Cancer Center in Overland Park, KS., the 

Center devised a system using wristbands with coded chips, and Amazon’s virtual assistant, 

Alexa. Under this plan, patients receive a pre-programmed wristband through the postal mail 

before their appointments. When they arrive, sensors read their wristbands. 

 

“The minute you cross the threshold, the hospital knows you’re there,” Thomas says. “You get 

logged in automatically. We put Alexa’s throughout the place. When you walk up to one, it can 

read your wristband, tell you that you’re late for your chemotherapy, and then tell you to go 

down the hall, and turn left.”

 

CDR’s students and staff work out of a three-building complex on KU’s west campus that 

includes KU’s first LEED Platinum-rated building, which was designed and built by students in 

the Department of Architecture’s Studio 804. 

 

The Center’s core faculty is Thomas, director of the center, a professor of design, former chair 

of the design department, and a KUIT Faculty Fellow; and the newly appointed associate 

director, Hannah Park. Corporate sponsors include AT&T, Bayer Healthcare, Ascensia Diabetes 

Care, Ford Motor Company, Garmin, Huhtamaki (Chinet), Intel, University of Kansas Health 

System, Sphero, Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Herman Miller and Sprint. 

GREG THOMAS

“THE CDR WAS CREATED 
TO PROVIDE STUDENTS 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
ENGAGE IN REAL WORLD 
PROBLEM SOLVING”

Less than an hour from the KU campus in Lawrence and with 15 counties, and a total 

population of more than 2.1 million, the Kansas City metropolitan area is full of opportunities 

to learn, innovate, and help. Through the work of Dotte Agency and the Kansas City Design 

Center, Arc/D students and faculty are doing just that.

Located at 611 North 6th Street in Kansas City, KS., Dotte Agency is a multi-disciplinary 

design collaborative spearheaded by Shannon Criss, associate professor of architecture; 

Nils Gore, professor of architecture; and Matt Kleinmann, a doctoral student in architecture 

with a focus on public health.  A dozen partnering organizations provide time or financial 

resources to the agency, including Community Housing of Wyandotte County, Youthbuild, 

the Community Health Council of Wyandotte County, the Menorah Heritage Foundation, 

and the Health Care Foundation of Greater Kansas City.

 

Among Dotte Agency’s Kansas City, KS, projects is the KCK Mobile Market, a repurposed 

beer truck that was conceived and designed to be a grocery store on wheels to provide 

healthy food for the most vulnerable. Other projects include what is called an “Active Living 

Toolkit,” which consists of surveys, a game, and other materials that people in northeast 

KCK are using to prompt their neighbors to use and improve two parks. In the empty lot 

next to their office, Dotte Agency is designing, fabricating and installing a shop where local 

artists can sell their work. 

 

“Our academic practice and scholarship, along with teaching, are informed by the 

residents, business owners and civic leaders,” Criss says. “We are formulating an inclusive,  

participatory  practice  where  we  find  spaces  to  incorporate  others’  stories  and  marks  

into the  built  environment.”

 

Arc/D’s Urban Work Provides Opportunity

KANSAS CITY 
INITIATIVE

The Kansas City Design Center (KCDC) is located in the heart of downtown Kansas City, MO., at 

1018 Baltimore Ave. The Center is a 30-year joint operation by KU Arc/D and the architecture 

program at Kansas State University. A nonprofit, The Center creates partnerships between civic 

leaders, professional designers, and the two architecture programs. 

 

Funded by the William T. Kemper Foundation, Hall Family Foundation, Kansas State University 

and KU, The Center’s current and past partners include the Kansas City, MO., City Manager’s 

Office and Planning Commission, the Mid America Regional Council, Historic West Bottoms 

Association, and Asian Americans For Equality. 

 

Joe Colistra, associate professor of architecture; Mike Sinclair, professor of practice in 

photography; and Tim Hossler, assistant professor of design, are among the Arc/D faculty 

members affiliated with the Center. Dean Mahesh Daas currently heads The Center’s board.

 

Most recently, Colistra collaborated on an urban design study that examined several 

scenarios for revitalizing the Key Coalition and Santa Fe neighborhoods in Kansas City, 

MO. These neighborhoods were devastated by redlining and associated practices in the 

last half of the 20th century.

 

Hossler and Sinclair received a seed grant from the Center to work on a project called 

Streets of Kansas City with the goal of creating a visual memory of Kansas City.  The 

two professors are putting together a book and exhibition out of images from the 

photographs Sinclair has taken over the past 30+ years. The seed grant will enable 

Hossler and Sinclair to complete a book design and exhibition proposal to send to 

publishers, galleries and museums for future funding. 

 

Working with the Center is about helping—both receiving and giving it. 

 

“The Center provides funding, but it also helps make connections between the School 

and the city,” Hossler says. “The Center has connections with different neighborhood 

organizations that I don’t have. When we’re ready to print the book or thinking about 

places where we might have an exhibition, these people can come on board and help.”

 

Colistra adds, “A neighborhood group would never have the funds to hire an 

architecture firm to do this kind of urban design work for them. The Center makes it 

possible for universities to step in and do the work that should be done.”

WORKING WITH KCDC IS  
ABOUT HELPING - BOTH
RECEIVING AND GIVING

_

L to R, Architecture Professor Nils Gore, alumni Jessica Carpenter, Ted Carpenter, 

and Chloe Hubler discuss the KCK Mobile Market. 

_

Students work in a renovated barn, one of the three buildings in the Center for 

Design Research complex.

_

Shelly Summar, of Children’s Mercy Hospital, a Dotte Agency community 

partner, looks at Carpenter Collective’s proposed graphics and branding for 

the mobile market.
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INSTITUTES

These are just a few of the questions Arc/D’s institutes are tackling. Think of institutes as 

innovation engines. Interdisciplinary and thematically focused, Arc/D’s institutes are bringing 

new financial resources to the School and providing ever closer connections to practitioners. 

But there is one thing institutes will never do—they will never replace the School’s existing 

academic units of Architecture and Design.

“They’re supplementary mechanisms,” says Dean Mahesh Daas. “Institutes are another 

layer of infrastructure on our existing structure. They will strengthen the departments and 

other academic units, and strengthen the School, but they will never be substitutes for the 

academic units.”

Ron Turner (‘71) is excited about the institues. A member of the Dean’s Advisory Board and 

Sports and Convention Centers Leader for Gensler, the largest architecture firm based in the 

United States, Turner helped brainstorm the birth of the School’s newest institute, The Institute 

for Sports and Entertainment Design. Turner says the institutes are an important step forward 

for the School bercause they mirror the way firms work in the 21st century by focusing on 

practice areas. 

“At Gensler, we have 31 practice areas,” he says, “and we’re always looking for people who 

are interested in creating a career around one of those practice areas. It’s important for 

students to have a good general design education, but it’s also important for students to have 

opportunities for internships in specific practice areas and to have specialized courses. That 

sets them up for success when they leave school, and that’s good for the profession.”

 

Founded in 2016, The Institute for Health+Wellness Design is the School’s first institute. Health 

and Wellness partners with architecture and design firms, government research agencies, and 

healthcare organizations to solve planning and design issues related to healthy communities 

and healthcare architecture. Among its recent efforts are work on designing an emergency 

room that can’t be overwhelmed by an influx of patients, solving the problems of isolated 

hospitals in rural America, and studying whether a newly designed hospital nursing unit 

encouraged or hurt interaction between patients and nurses. 

The Institute for Smart Cities was founded in 2017. Smart Cities focuses on what Director Joe 

Colistra calls a city’s “data infrastructure,” seeking ways that data can improve people’s lives. 

In its brief lifetime, Smart Cities has already created a prototype of a health-monitoring house 

that can determine whether an elderly occupant is in danger of falling. 

The Think Wrong Institute was founded this year. And yes, you read that name right. This 

institute is all about thinking wrong. Director John Bielenberg is a pioneering practitioner of 

a philosophy and problem-solving process designed to break us out of our habitual ways of 

thinking. Among the projects Think Wrong has already begun is an effort to bring jobs to a 

struggling town in rural Alabama.

How can we bring jobs to a town that has lost 
everything? How can we know when our aging, frail 
neighbors need help? How can we break down the 
walls in our own minds that stop us from solving our 
most pressing problems?

“Institutes are another layer 

of infrastructure on our 

existing structure. They will 

strengthen the departments 

and other academic units, 

and strengthen the School”
DEAN MAHESH DAAS

INNOVATION  
ENGINES
ARC/D INSTITUTES SEEK NEW 

METHODS AND ANSWERS 
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This fall Arc/D will get its 5th institute when the Institute 

for Sports and Entertainment Design is launched by 

incoming faculty member Betsy Barnhart, who comes to 

KU from Iowa State University where she was an assistant 

professor. Barnhart’s research interest is protective ballistic 

equipment. Before entering academica, Barnhart spent 10 

years in professional practice as Design Manager at STX 

LLC, an industry learder in Lacross, ice hockey and field 

hockey equipment. 

Locating an institute for sports and entertainment design at 

KU is a natural because nearby Kansas City has long been 

a global leader in this practice area, hosting some of the 

most important firms practicing in sports and entertainment 

today, Daas says. The institute aims to cement the region’s 

strengths in sports and entertainment design, educate the 

next generation design leaders, grow the talent pools in these 

areas, provide a neutral and nonprofit platform for business 

leadeers and other key figures to come together to explore 

expanding knowledge and opportunities that benefit all, and 

provide research capacity for affiliate members to create new 

shared or proprietary knowledge.

No matter their focus, all of the institutes provide new 

opportunities for Arc/D. Because the institutes are outside 

of the University’s traditional academic structure, they 

enable the School to reach across disciplines and bring in 

new faculty. The institutes are also designed to be self-

supporting, pursing paid consulting contracts and partnering 

with affiliate members that pay an annual fee. In this way, 

Arc/D’s institutes are similar to other organizations at KU 

like the Kansas Interdisciplinary Carbonates Consortium, 

which was founded in 2011 by Arc/D’s campus neighbor, 

the Department of Geology. The consortium is financed 

by energy companies that pay an annual fee. That income 

is used to fund research by Geology students and faculty. 

Most often the funding is used to finance pilot projects 

exploring new topics and approaches.

“The great thing about institutes is that they push the 

boundaries of what traditionally has been pure research that 

has been funded by the government, and pushes it more 

toward industry,” Colistra says.

“An institute pushes our research more 

toward industry, provides industry 

with research they can use, and gives 

our students the experience and 

connections they need. This is a great 

opportunity for all of us.”
JOE COLISTRA

“Healthcare is probably the most complex building type there is because you’re dealing 

with patient safety and satisfaction, with the need to reduce infections, with efficiency 

and functionality, with extremely high-cost facilities, and with the most highly regulated 

industry in the United States,” says Frank Zilm, the Chester Dean Director of the Institute for 

Health+Wellness Design. 

Such demands require a focused approach. “What we’re trying to do is create new knowledge, 

apply this new knowledge, and provide an environment where students can get the kind of 

exposure to the detailed knowledge they need to be successful in this field,” he says. 

One of Arc/D’s oldest institutes, Health+Wellness is still only a toddler of a little under 2 years 

of age. “When we launched, our plan was that in the first year we were going to figure out how 

to walk, in the second year we were going to get the thing running, and in the third year we 

were going to begin to see products.” 

To call Health+Wellness a precocious child is an understatement. The institute has  already 

completed a variety of projects. For example, its research into critical access hospitals has 

produced several new approaches. The term “critical access hospital” is a federal designation 

for a hospital with 25 beds or less that provides care in a rural area. These hospitals have 

struggled for years as both local populations and federal support have dropped. Through a 

project that included a symposium of 100 healthcare providers, policy makers and designers; 

onsite evaluations of two rural Kansas counties; and student work, the institute produced 

designs for several new approaches like a community outpatient hospital that eliminates 

in-patient beds to become a community hub and education center for healthy living and 

preventative care. 

In another project, faculty and students evaluated nursing units in hospitals in Jefferson City, 

MO., and Lake St. Louis, MO., and determined that the design of the newly built facilities made 

it harder for nurses to connect with patients, and suggested solutions to the problem. 

Faculty and students also have produced a variety of designs that may make it far harder for 

emergency rooms to be overwhelmed by a surge of patients from mass casualty events like 

the 2017 shooting in Las Vegas where a gunman killed 58 people and injured 851. The student 

designs throw out the notion that an emergency room has to actually be a “room.” For now, 

though, these designs will remain confidential. They have been submitted to a contest, and the 

students are waiting on the result. 

The institute will soon undergo a change. Founding director Zilm has fulfilled his commitment 

to get the institute off the ground and mentor future leaders. Assistant Professor Hui Cai, 

who has worked closely with Zilm, will take  over as the new director in January 2019. Prior 

to joining the KU faculty, she taught at the University of Missouri, Columbia and served as the 

Health + Science research leader and designer at RTKL Associates in Dallas. Cai received her 

Ph.D. degree in evidence-based design from the Georgia Institute of Technology after several 

years of architectural education and practice in China and Singapore. The institute’s core 

faculty also include Associate Director Kent Spreckelmeyer, D.Arch, Fellow of the AIA; and 

Mahbub Rashid, Arc/D associate dean of the school. The institute’s affiliates include Health 

Facilities Group Architecture, the Mercy health system, HKS, ACI Boland Architects, Invision, 

Pulse Design Group, The University of Kansas Health System, HDR, and Lawrence Group. 

Envision a time when sparsely populated rural regions are gaining 
new healthcare options instead of losing them, a future when nurses 
are always nearby when hospital patients need them, and a time when 
big city emergency rooms never become overwhelmed. Turning these 
dreams into realities are just some of the goals of Arc/D’s Institute of 
Health+Wellness Design.

ONE SCHOOL

ARC/D

INDUSTRY COMMUNITY PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

fundraising . diversity . student success . communications. event management 
research support . faculty development . financial planning . operations

administrative support

faculty + students

HEALTH +
WELLNESS

_

This is one of the designs for a community health and wellness education center 

created spring semester by Professor Kent Spreckelmeyer’s Arch 609 students. 
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Now imagine the next great revolution in city life—one that 

Arc/D’s Institute for Smart Cities intends to create. Can you 

envision a city filled with housing that diagnoses our illnesses, 

reminds us to adjust our vitamin intake, enables us to determine 

how to help a neighborhood flourish, and drives us to the grocery 

store when we’re too frail to drive ourselves? These are just a 

few of the innovations Arc/D’s Smart Cities has already begun to 

investigate. 

“We see data as the new infrastructure,” says Colistra, 

the director of Smart Cities and an associate professor of 

architecture. “We’re thinking about how we can organize cities 

and neighborhoods around data. We believe this can be as 

impactful as water and electricity were a hundred years ago. It 

will make our cities safer and more sustainable.”

Located close to Kansas City, the first city to receive Google 

Fiber network, the institute is well positioned to lead in this field.

“We believe the University of Kansas can be a thought leader 

because Kansas City is one of the leaders in the world in thinking 

about how to organize itself around data,” Colistra says. 

In its brief life, Smart Cities has already begun building the 

smart home of the future in Arc/D’s East Hills Construction and 

Innovation Lab. Smart Cities has completed a prototype with 

accelerometers and strain gauges in the floor that monitor the 

way people walk. The sensors can detect falls, limps, muscle 

tremors, foot dragging, and balance issues. If installed in an 

actual home, the system could alert residents, relatives, and 

medical professionals of problems like diabetic neuropathy, and 

Alzheimer’s, and Parkinson’s disease. 

Funded by KU’s General Research Fund and Smart Cities’ affiliate 

partners—the American Institute of Architects, the Mozilla Gigabit 

Community Fund, the Howard Nearing/NSPJ Housing Studio 

Fund, and Sunlite Science and Technology—this first project  

illustrates how institutes bring new funding into the Arc/D and 

enhance education. Under the direction of faculty, students 

designed and built the prototype. 

 

This fall the project moved to a new phase when students 

installed sensors in the floors of two units in Sprague Apartments, 

which provides housing for retired KU faculty. Two residents, 

both over 80, have agreed to be monitored. The KU Medical 

Center will analyze the data. 

Other Smart Cities projects include designing a toilet that can 

monitor hydration and chemical imbalances and utilizing data to 

identify problems in a neighborhood.

Smart Cities has five core faculty members, six associated faculty 

members, and a 10-member alumni advisory board. The core 

faculty are Colistra; Mahbub Rashid, associate dean of the School; 

Matt Fadden, assistant professor of civil, environmental and 

architectual engineering; Paola Sanguinetti, associate professor of 

architecture; Hugo Sheward, assistant professor of architecture; 

and Greg Thomas, director of the Center for Design Research and 

professor of design. 

SMART
CITIES

Imagine what it must have been like to live in a city 
before modern water and sewage systems existed, 
and before electricity. Can you smell the streets? 
Imagine the disease? See the greater risk of fire 
sparked by candles and gas flames used for light? 
The urban landscapes we inhabit today are nothing 
like the past. 

“We see data as the 

new infrastructure”

JOE COLISTRA

_

Located in the School’s East Hills Design Build Center, this prototype smart house 

employs floor sensors to measure a resident’s gait, which can enable doctors to 

diagnose health problems.

_

A student installs sensors in a prototype smart house constructed 

by the Institute for Smart Cities.
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“Our brains form neural pathways over time and that leads to patterned behaviors,” says John 

Bielenberg, director of Arc/D’s Think Wrong Institute. “If you’re trying to come up with innovative 

solutions to problems, the last thing you want to do is follow pre-existing neural pathways. All 

you’ll do is come up with variations on the same old solutions. You can’t think right and have 

breakthrough ideas.”

 

Think Wrong is the newest of Arc/D’s institutes. It will make its public debut this fall. “The whole 

thing is based on my assertion that we live in unprecedented times when the impact of humans 

on the natural environment is unsustainable,” Bielenberg says. “The status quo is unsustainable, 

but how do you go from the way things are to the way things should and can be? You can’t think 

along existing pathways and expect a positive outcome. You have to think wrong to do that.”

 

Thinking wrong is both a philosophy and a process devised by Bielenberg. He has worked widely, 

running workshops he calls “blitzes” in universities across the country from the California College 

of Art to Brown University. He has helped found multiple businesses, including one that produces 

bamboo bicycles in Greensboro, Ala., a once-thriving town where more than 25 percent of the 

city’s population lives below the poverty line. That work, by the way, helped connect Bielenberg 

with KU Design Professor Lance Rake, who created a high-end bicycle of bamboo, carbon fiber 

and steel built in Greensboro. 

 

Thinking wrong consists of six practices. (1) Be Bold encompasses exercises to enable participants 

to take on large challenges. “Be bold with your challenge because everything will conspire to bring 

you down,” Bielenberg says. (2) Get Out urges participants to get out of their orthodoxies. For 

example, go to 5 new places, meet 5 new people and come back with 5 stories. (3) Let Go prods 

participants to release their pre-existing ideas. (4) Make Stuff helps participants take a kernel of an 

idea and envision exactly how it would look, function, and be marketed in the world. (5) Bet Small 

prompts participants to engage in low-risk experiment to test their ideas. “What could we do in 

two days that would only cost $50?” (6) Move Fast takes the momentum built through the entire 

process and challenges participants to “move fast  to put their ideas into practice so they won’t 

get stuck,” he says.

 

The Think Wrong Institute already has new projects lined up in rural Alabama and Iceland. 

Bielenberg also hopes to engage KU officials in sessions to help them to think through some of the 

challenges the University faces.

THINK WRONG

The human brain is a marvelous instrument. It can 
create skyscrapers and space stations, and compose 
symphonies, but it can also get in a rut. Like an old 
vinyl record where one groove is worn deeper than 
the others, it can get so stuck that it can only play 
one song. That’s where thinking wrong comes in.

Bielenberg is a Fellow of the American Institute 

of Graphic Arts (AIGA) and the recipient of 

AIGA’s Gold Award, among many other honors. 

He has either co-founded or founded four 

organizations, ranging from a design strategy 

firm to the world’s first collaborative brand, 

COMMON. He has been a professor at the 

California College of the Arts.

Ryan Clifford, a newly appointed assistant 

professor of design, is joining the Think Wrong 

Institute as its Co-Director and Chief Instigator. 

be bold
get out
let go
make stuff
bet small
move fast

_

Former NASAS architect Garrett Finney, designer of the Cricket, discusses the 

camper’s unique properties at a design blitz sponsored by The School. The 

Cricket was inspired by the tight quarters of a space station.

_

Arc/D alumni, students, staff and faculty brainstorm ideas at a Think Wrong Blitz at the East Hills Design-Build Center.

_

Participants in the design blitz inked their ideas on the Cricket. A blitz is a unique 

brainstorming session run by the Think Wrong Institute.
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Arc/D is pleased to welcome 

three new faculty members, 

two visiting professors, and 

to announce a new position 

for a familiar face. 
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MATTHEW COOK

Department of Design

Visiting Assistant Professor (Illustration & Animation)

Faculty Fellow in the Center for Design Research

Matthew Cook likes to draw, and loves animation. He has been 

practicing his drawing ever since he could hold a crayon, but 

most recently he studied illustration at KU, earning a BA in 

2010. Matthew is also an engineer and has earned a BS and 

MS in Computer Science, both from KU. Matthew has worked 

as a freelance visual development artist for a variety of clients 

creating concept art, storyboards, and character designs for 

live action and animated media. His clients include Bazillion 

Pictures, Quixotic Dance Company, SHS, BranitFX, and Beat 

by Beat Press. Matthew has also provided technical expertise, 

and worked as a video game designer and programmer. Along 

with his teaching duties, Matthew currently also works as a 

senior product designer for the Wilton Company, designing and 

illustrating stickers and other crafting products for the JoLee’s 

Boutique, K&Compamny and Sticko brands.

RRYAN CLIFFORD

Department of Design

Think Wrong Institute

Ryan Clifford joins Arc/D as an Assistant Professor of Design 

(Visual Communications) and Chief Instigator/Co-Director of 

the Think Wrong Institute. Prior to joining KU, Ryan was an 

Assistant Professor at Iowa State University. He headed the 

Maryland Institute College of Art Center for Design Practice, 

a multidisciplinary studio that prepares the next generation of 

design leaders to make a positive impact on society. He was 

also graduate faculty in MICA’s Master of Arts in Social Design 

program, and taught in the undergraduate Graphic Design 

program. Ryan was an advisor for Project M and led yearly 

design intensive, community-based Project M Blitzes with 

MICA students in Greensboro, AL and Belfast, ME. Ryan also 

worked as a creative designer at General Motors where he was 

responsible for branding implementation, identity design, and 

environmental graphics. His work has been recognized by the 

National Paperbox Association and the Rochester Advertising 

Foundation, How International Design Annual and Print Regional 

Design Annual. Ryan has also contributed to various books, 

including Just Design: Socially Conscious Design for Critical 

Causes, Fingerprint 2, and Designing for Social Change. His work 

has been published in How International Design Annual and 

Print Regional Design Annual. His work has also been featured 

in the book Indie Publishing from Princeton Architectural Press.M

BBETSY BARNHART

Department of Design

Institute for Sports and Entertainment Design

Betsy Barnhart joins Arc/D as an Assistant Professor of Design 

(Industrial Design) and the inaugural Director of the Institute 

for Sports and Entertainment Design. Prior to joining KU, Betsy 

was an Assistant Professor at Iowa State University. Betsy is 

investigating the fit and performance of protective ballistic 

equipment with a multidiscipline team of textile and engineering 

researchers. She is also researching wearable sweat sensors. In 

her own words, she is “passionate about performance based 

products as well as preparing the next generation of designers 

for a world which is fluid and demands agility in the field.” Betsy 

completed her MFA in Industrial Design from the Rochester 

Institute of Technology followed by ten years of professional 

practice as the Design Manager at STX LLC (an industry leader 

in Lacrosse, Ice Hockey, and Field Hockey equipment).  During 

this time, Betsy also designed for Nike Lacrosse, where she 

focused on hard goods and protective equipment for Lacrosse. 

Prior to Nike and STX she was an industrial designer at Newell 

Rubbermaid. Betsy has an extensive background in design 

research, design, product validation and testing through 

production and manufacturing processes. 

G
GREGORY CRICHLOW

KU Langston Hughes Visiting Fellow

Faculty Fellow at the Institute for Smart Cities

Greg Crichlow joins Arc/D as a visiting and faculty fellow to 

share his expertise and continue his work on human-powered 

design. As Crichlow notes in his vita, his goal is “to study 

human transport that meets and exceeds the needs of a 

petroleum powered automobile. Conceptually, this vehicle 

will be able to travel at efficient speeds, protect the occupant 

from seasonal elements and help to rethink alternative 

mobilization within our urban environments. In turn, designers 

and architects will redefine their definitions of scale.” He is 

the principal at Chocolate Spokes Bike Studio in Denver. 

He has been a project architect with in situ DESIGN, and a 

senior associate with BURKETTDESIGN. Crichlow earned a 

Master of Architecture degree in 2004 from the University of 

Illinois at Chicago, and a BA in environmental design from the 

University of Colorado at Boulder. 

LISTED IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER, 
HERE ARE THE FACULTY MEMBERS 
OF INTEREST. 

HYUNA (HANNAH) PARK 

Department of Design

Assistant Professor (Interaction Design/Visual Communications)

Associate Director of the Center for Design Research.

Hannah Park is a design educator who is obsessed with socially 

conscious, trans-disciplinary and UI/UX design. Before she 

joined KU, she was an assistant professor of communication 

design at Texas State University and worked at Memphis College 

of Art. As a Service Learning Fellow at TXState, she facilitated 

funded design opportunities with Frost Bank and Upstream. Her 

UI/UX design course projects had been presented at the SXSW 

Interactive Festival from 2016 to 2018. At the Memphis college 

of Art, Hannah founded The Design Laboratory to provide real-

world design experiences to students. Through The Design Lab, 

she directed a wide range of partnered projects with profit and 

non-profit organizations including Make A Wish Foundation, 

Audubon National Society, Loeb Properties, Mayor’s Innovation 

Team, and SRVS Disability Support Memphis. She earned a 

BFA at Parsons the New School for Design in New York City, 

and a Masters of Design at York University in Toronto. She 

has worked with various companies and institutions in the 

United States and Canada. Her sustainable dinnerware design 

for Verterra was exhibited at the Smithsonian Cooper Hewitt 

National Design Museum. Park’s research has been presented 

and published internationally including the American Institute 

of Graphic Arts (AIGA); Cumulus, The International Association 

of Universities and Colleges of Art, Design and Media;, TEDx; 

Royal Astronomical Society of Canada and the Engineering & 

Product Design Education International conference (E&PDE).

NILOU VAKIL 

Assistant Professor

Program Director, BS in Interior Architecture & Design

Faculty Fellow of the Institute of Health+Wellness Design

Associated with Arc/D since 2013, Nilou Vakil is transitioning 

from the position of Director of Strategic Initiatives for the 

School to become an Assistant Professor and the inaugural 

Director for the new BS in Interior Architecture and Design 

Program.  Before leading strategic initiatives for the School, 

Vakil taught architecture design studios and Middle Eastern 

Studies at KU, the Colorado Academy in Denver, the University 

of Colorado at Denver, the University of Colorado at Boulder, 

and lectured on Rajestan, India. She earned a master’s of 

architecture from the University of Colorado at Denver and a 

BFA in Visual Communications and Design from the University of 

the Arts in Tehran, Iran. Since 2009, she has been the President 

and Principal Architect of in situ DESIGN, a firm with offices 

in Lawrence, Dubai and Denver. She has also worked as an 

architect and designer with six other firms. Design Intelligence 

named her one of the 25 Most Admired Architecture Educators 

of the U.S. for 2017-2018.

Betsy Barnhart, Assistant Professor, Design (Industrial Design)

John Bielenberg, Director, Think Wrong Institute

Hui Cai, Assistant Professor, Architecture

Jae Chang, Associate Professor, Architecture

Ryan Clifford, Assistant Professor Of Design (Visual Communication Design) 

Joe Colistra, Director, Institute For Smart Cities; Associate Professor, Architecture 

Mattew Cook, Visiting Professor, Design (Illustration And Animation)

Gregory Crichlow, KU Langston Hughes Visiting Fellow And Faculty Fellow At The 

Institute For Smart Cities

Shannon Criss, Associate Professor, Architecture

Mahesh Daas, Dean and ACSA Distinguished Professor, School Of  

Architecture and Design

Patrick Dooley, Professor, Design (Visual Communication Design)

Michael Eckersley, Professor, Design (Interaction Design & Design Management)

Barry Fitzgerald, Professor, Design (Illustration & Animation)

Nils Gore, Professor, Architecture 

Andrea Herstowski, Associate Professor, Design (Visual Communication Design) 

Tim Hossler, Associate Professor, Design (Visual Communication Design)

Thomas Huang, Associate Professor, Design (Industrial Design)

Farhan Karim, Assistant Professor, Architecture

Elise Kirk, Assistant Professor, Design (Photography) 

Chad Kraus, Associate Professor, Architecture 

Marie Alice L’Heureux, Associate Professor, Architecture 

Steve Padget, Associate Professor, Architecture 

Hannah Park, Assistant Professor, Design (Interaction Design/Visual Communication 

Design); Associate Director, Center For Design Research 

Anne Patterson, Lecturer, Architecture

Jason Pittman, Lecturer, Architecture

Lance Rake, Professor, Design (Industrial Design)

Mahbub Rashid, Professor And Associate Dean; Interim Chair, Design; 

Dan Rockhill, Jl Constant Distinguished Professor Of Architecture;  Executive Director,

Studio 804

Linda Samson-Talleur, Lecturer, Design (Visual Communication)

Dennis Sander, Associate Professor, Architecture

Paola Sanguinetti, Professor, Architecture

Jeremy Shellhorn, Associate Professor, Design (Visual Communication Design);

Hugo Sheward, Assistant Professor, Architecture

Kapila Silva, Associate Professor, Architecture

Mike Sinclair, Professor Of Practice, Design (Photography)

Kent Smith, Lecturer, Design (Illustration And Animation)

Kent Spreckelmeyer, Professor, Architecture 

Michael Swann, Associate Professor and Associate Dean; Interim Chair, Architecture

Gregory Thomas, Professor, Design;  Director, Center For Design Research

May Tveit, Associate Professor, Design (Industrial Design)

Nilou Vakil, Assistant Professor, Architecture; Program Director, BS In Interior Architecture

And Design; Faculty Fellow, Institute Of Health+Wellness Design

Keith Van De Riet, Assistant Professor, Architecture

Frank Zilm, Chester Dean Director Of The Institute For Health+Wellness Design

N

H

ARC/D FACULTY

HANNAH PARK

RYAN CLIFFORD

BETSY BARNHART

NILOU VAKIL

GREG CRICHLOW

MATTHEW COOK

For A Full Listing Of Faculty, Staff And Lecturers, Visit The School’s Website, arcd.ku.edu.
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2018 DISTINGUISHED 
ALUMNI AWARDS

JOHN C. GUENTHER DAVID W. HILL LAURA EDER

John C. Guenther (BA environmental design 

with distinction ‘76, BA arch. ‘77), FAIA, LEED 

AP, has produced a distinguished body of 

architecture that contributes significantly to 

the built environment with projects ranging 

from the adaptive reuse of historic landmarks 

to new projects that fit comfortably into their 

physical, environmental, social, and historic 

context. His work has received over 50 awards 

from the American Institute of Architects and a 

diverse array of professional organizations, civic 

groups, and publications. 

He received the Thayer Medal for Design 

Excellence from Arc/D, was a Ewart Scholar, 

and studied at the Edinburgh College of Art/

Heriot Watt University in Edinburgh, Scotland. 

He was a design principal and partner with 

Mackey Mitchell Architects from 1979 to 

2009. His design for the Alberici Corporate 

Headquarters, when completed in 2004, was 

the highest rated LEED Platinum building in the 

world. Recognized by awards ranging from the 

2006 AIA COTE Top Ten to BusinessWeek/

Architectural Record’s Good Design is Good 

Business, it has been widely published in books 

and national magazines.

Since 2009, he has practiced independently 

as John C. Guenther Architect LLC. In 2010, he 

was elevated to Fellowship in the American 

Institute of Architects for notable contributions 

to the advancement of the profession of 

architecture in design.

David W. Hill, (BFA ‘82) Chief Design Officer 

Emeritus for Lenovo, holds over 60 issued 

patents and is best known as one of the 

creators of the iconic ThinkPad. At Lenovo, Hill 

led an international team of over 100 designers 

in four countries, shaping the brand impressions 

of Lenovo. Prior to joining Lenovo, he enjoyed a 

nearly 20-year career at IBM leading their most 

strategic design activities. 

His combined IBM and Lenovo design 

experiences include computing systems ranging 

from high performance servers to the ThinkPad. 

Along with Richard Sapper, Hill conceived the 

innovative “design evolution” model that built 

enduring brand value for ThinkPad. 

He has garnered over 200 international design 

awards for his work including 11 IDEA Awards. 

Other highlights include the IDSA’s coveted 

Design of the Decade award, multiple “IF” Top 

10 and Best of Category awards, repeated 

German Red Dot Best of the Best Awards, 

the China Red Star Award and the acclaimed 

Japanese G-Mark Top 100 Award for design 

excellence. His work is also included in the 

permanent design collections of museums 

in Europe and the United States. David was 

named a Lenovo Distinguished Designer.

After stepping down from Lenovo, Hill formed 

ThinkNext design where he concentrates on 

strategic consulting.

In less than ten years since graduating, Laura 

Eder (M.Arch. ‘10) has served as lead architect 

for multiple large-scale projects, including a 

75-acre corporate headquarters complex and a 

23-story mixed use tower.

Eder is an Associate and Project Architect at 

GFF. She joined GFF in 2010, and has extensive 

experience in corporate office projects such 

as TD Ameritrade and Capital One as well 

as mixed-use, multi-family projects such as 

Fiori on Vitruvian Park, 3700M and Ardan in 

West Village. She uses her various experience 

on complex projects to create an inspiring 

atmosphere of teamwork and collaboration with 

each project she is a part of. She also uses her 

leadership skills to mature and develop strong 

client and consultant relationships. As Director 

of Sustainability, she manages the firm’s LEED 

and Green Globes certifications. Eder served as 

the Chair of the AIA Dallas Committee on the 

Environment in 2015 and is currently serving on 

the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) North 

Texas Regional Council.

Eder became a licensed architect in June 2013. 

She is an active member in AIA Dallas, The 

Real Estate Council (TREC), and USGBC Texas. 

She is a graduate from the 2015 AIA Emerging 

Leaders Program and TREC’s 2017 Associate 

Leadership Council (ALC) class.

The Distinguished Alumni Awards recognize individuals who have demonstrated leadership and 

made a significant contribution to the design and architectural professions. The 2018 winners 

are architect John C. Guenther, Distinguished Alumnus; designer and executive David W. Hill, 

Distinguished Alumnus; and architect Laura Eder, Young Architect/Designer. The award winners 

were honored at the Alumni Banquet at the East Hills Design-Build Center on October 19, 2018, 

following Arc/D’s annual Alumni Symposium.Dean Mahesh Daas

“They are leaders who crossed 

disciplinary boundaries. These 

Jayhawks care deeply about our 

environment and culture.”

Dean Mahesh Daas

“This year’s alumni 
honorees truly exemplify 
our School’s vision of 
global impact through their 
pioneering work.”
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These days Kathy Achelpohl and Tucker Trotter can frequently be found attending meetings 

and participating in conference calls with Dean Mahesh Daas and other members of the Dean’s 

Advisory Board. It’s not that Achelpohl and Trotter have nothing else to do. Achelpohl is a 

senior architect with PGAV Architects and a member of PGAV’s leadership team. Trotter is the 

Chief Executive Officer of Dimensional Innovations, based in Overland Park, KS. But the two 

have happily signed on as chair (Achelpohl) and vice chair (Trotter) of the Dean’s Advisory 

Board for one simple reason—love.

 

“Love is exactly why we serve,” Achelpohl says. “We love the School, and we want to help 

propel it forward in its vision. We love the students. We see ourselves in them.”

 

Achelpohl (environmental design ‘83, architecture ‘84) and Trotter (industrial design ‘96) are 

among the 43 members of the board. Largely Arc/D alumni, the board represents leaders in 

both architecture and design from across the country. It’s their job to bring their professional 

experience and insight to the School.

 

“Regardless of what you’re doing, every business and institution needs to understand the 

challenges ahead,” Trotter says. “The world is changing fast, and you have to adapt quickly. If 

you sit around and do nothing, it’s going to eat you. Even though it’s a great economy right 

now, you can’t get comfortable.”

 

A relatively new member of the board, Trotter says he was pleased to be invited to join.  “I 

like the idea of combining design and architecture into a school that is focused on one thing—

global design,” he says. “I was inspired by that mission and wanted to do my part to help and 

to give back to the School that was so good to me.”

 

A member of the previous Department of Architecture board for more than a decade, 

Achelpohl’s perspective pre-dates the School’s restructuring. She sees new energy from board 

members, who have made larger financial contributions to the School than ever before, and 

have been more engaged with students and faculty. 

 

“The board has had tremendous engagement and success in the last two years,” she says. “I’ve 

enjoyed being part of this.” 

 

Both Achelpohl and Trotter were impressed by recent feedback sessions with students and 

faculty, especially when honest complaints were aired.

 

“What is really refreshing is the leadership that Dean Daas has shown in asking for input from 

stakeholders, whether that’s students, faculty, or board members,” Trotter says. “Dean Daas 

asked for critical feedback, and people gave it. He has shown that he wants to know the brutal 

facts, so we can put together a plan to fix whatever needs fixing. He has done an excellent job 

of helping us understand the challenges ahead of us.”

 

Arc/D’s mission is to become the pioneering force for global impact through design. “That’s 

a very ambitious vision,” Achelpohl says. “Our job as a board is to help figure out how we’re 

going to achieve that, set KU apart, and provide an educational experience to benefit our 

students. It’s great to be involved.”

DEAN’S ADVISORY 
BOARD
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When you support Arc/D the way Ron (‘71) and Robyn Turner of 

Malibu, CA, do, it can be hard to pin down the exact motivation, 

but when asked about their gifts, Ron doesn’t hesitate to answer. 

 

“I am absolutely grateful for the outstanding architectural education I 

received at the University of Kansas,” he says. “My education set me 

up for a wonderful career of more than 40 years, at this point and I’ll 

always be thankful for the wonderful experience I had as a Jayhawk.”

  

Over many years, the couple have provided frequent financial 

gifts for the School and Alumni Association. Within the last few 

months, they have completed arrangements for what is known as 

a “deferred gift,” designating a percentage of their estate for the 

future support of the School’s faculty and students. 

 

Making a deferred gift has the added advantage of creating a 

legacy for their family, Ron says. “I think that’s always important. 

I’m also very interested in the future of the School and in attracting 

the best faculty and students. That’s why I was so interested 

in creating a fund for when I’m gone. I want to be able to have 

something in place that can go to help the faculty and students.”

 

Calling his family Jayhawks “through and through,” Ron notes that 

he grew up in the Kansas City area and that his daughter, Meredith 

Turner Bemis (’03) earned a BA in Social Welfare from KU. 

 

absolutely 
grateful

RON AND 
ROBYN TURNER 
GIVE BACK

Ron is an active member of the Dean’s Advisory Board and of 

the Board’s Advancement Subcommittee. He was one of the 20 

industry leaders who joined in the first summit about the School’s 

newly launched Institute for Global Entertainment and Sports 

Design hosted by TK Architects, Kansas City. Given the financial 

constraints the state of Kansas is facing, it is now more important 

than ever for alumni to provide financial support, he says. 

 

“We’ve realized there are diminishing funds coming from the 

Legislature, so as alumni, we have to step up to keep the 

University at the highest educational level possible.”

 

Robyn grew up in Newport, RI. Currently pursuing a master’s 

degree in clinical psychology from Antioch University in Los 

Angeles, Robyn earned her bachelor’s degree in psychology from 

University of San Francisco.  She worked in development, on the 

Pacific Rim, for the Hard Rock Hotel group, has been a certified 

Yoga and Meditation teacher for over 18 years and currently is a 

Docent at the Getty Villa Museum in Malibu.   

 

Ron is a Principal and Sports and Convention Centers Practice 

Leader for Gensler, the largest architecture firm in the United 

States. He has been honored as a Fellow of the American 

Institute of Architects and one of the industry’s most recognized 

sports facility designers. His portfolio includes three retractable-

roof ballparks, 12 NBA and NHL multipurpose arenas, the award-

winning NFL Paul Brown Stadium, STAPLES Center, and most 

recently Banc of California Stadium for the MLS, Los Angeles 

Football Club.  Ron also consults to all professional leagues 

on topics including facility evaluation, design guidelines, and 

broadcast and security requirements.

 

He is a member of the Stadium Managers Association, the 

National Trust for Historic Preservation, the Urban Land Institute, 

and the International Association of Venue Managers. As well as 

serving on the Dean’s Advisory Board, Ron serves on the Board 

of Dignity Health’s California Hospital Medical Center and the 

Downtown LA Ketchum YMCA Board. 

“ “
Populous Donates to Studio of the Future

Consider these words: Out of many perspectives, 

success. That’s a motto that would work equally well for 

Populous, a global architecture and design firm, and the 

KU School of Architecture and Design. It’s an idea that 

symbolizes the changing world of design, and it is why 

Populous donated $100,000 to support the Studio of 

the Future. 

 

“The changing design culture at the School matches our 

culture,” says Earl Santee (‘80 environmental design, 

‘81 architecture) and a founder and senior principal 

of Populous. “That’s important for us. Embedded in 

our practice are interior designers, graphic designers, 

landscape designers, industrial designers, and 

architects, among many others. We work as one unit. 

We’re not structured in a rigid format. It would be great 

to see more graduates in recruiting and hiring who 

already know how to work with other design theorists 

because that’s how we work.” 

 

Constructed by undergraduates with the support of 

private funds, the Studio of the Future is a project of 

Associate Professor Chad Kraus’ Dirt Works Studio 

that involves the redesign and renovation of two 

architecture studio spaces, an office, and a common 

presentation area on the 3rd floor of Marvin Hall. An 

open concept floor plan will allow for maximum flexibility 

and collaboration. 

 

While Populous recruits from all over the country, Santee 

says supporting KU is key. The firm currently employs 

81 KU graduates. “I think it’s important for us to support 

a school close to us that has a program that aligns 

with our culture.” Populous frequently guest lectures at 

schools within the university system as well, and this 

past spring the William Allen White School of Journalism 

worked with the firm to conduct research on collegiate 

football fan engagement strategies.

KU made all the difference in his life, Santee says. 

Without KU and the mentoring of then Architecture 

Dean Charles Kahn, Santee says “I’d probably be a fry 

cook somewhere. He allowed me into the school and he 

mentored me. My experience was transformational.”

 

Populous prides itself in designing “the places where 

people love to be together,” like Yankee Stadium, the 

London Olympics, and the Super Bowl. Over the last 35 

years, the firm has designed more than 2,500 projects 

worth $40 billion across emerging and established 

markets. Populous’ comprehensive services include 

architecture, design-led design build, interior design, 

event planning and overlay, branded environments, 

wayfinding and graphics, planning and urban design, 

landscape architecture, aviation and transport design, 

hotels and hospitality, and sustainable design consulting. 

Populous has 14 offices on four continents with regional 

centers in Kansas City, London and Brisbane.

 

Populous notes that they start “with you at the table.”

 

“We are centered on what matters: relationships, ideas 

and design,” the firm says. “Our culture is created not by 

what we say but by the big and small things we do every 

day. Creativity is the lifeblood of Populous.” 

 

 Santee is one of the most widely acclaimed sports 

designers in the world. In his 30 years of experience 

he has become known for his intuitiveness and 

insightfulness, developing a portfolio of award-winning 

projects that have helped bring urban life back to cities 

across the nation. 

 

Santee serves on the Populous board of directors and 

was instrumental in guiding the firm in its transition to a 

new brand in 2009. In 2004, Santee was named Sports 

Business Journal’s Most Influential Person in Sports 

Facility Design and Development and was named 2010 

Sportsman of the Year by the Minneapolis Star Tribune. 

In 2014, he was named a Fellow of the American 

Institute of Architects, the organization’s highest honor 

bestowed upon an architect.

BACKING CHANGE

_

Robyn and Ron Turner

_

Earl Santee
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BBN Architects

BNIM

Steve Chucovich

Michael Cummings and Pamela Miller

Kay and Duncan Fulton

Kevin and Brenda Harden

Dennis and Laurie Heath and MBH Architects

LIGHTING DESIGN ALLIANCE and Kyllene Jones  
and Oren Bustan

David and Keri Morris

Gino Polizzotto

Tucker and Mandi Trotter and Dimensional Innovations

Ron and Robyn Turner

Frank and Peggy Zilm

The Goldsmith Guild is an elite group of individuals, 

families, organizations, and friends of Arc/D who 

are committed to providing the financial support the 

School needs to become the standard of excellence 

for architecture and design. Donations to the Guild are 

used for seed money and prototype activities to enable 

Arc/D to invest in the key initiatives that are building the 

School’s educational and scholarly excellence. 

You can become a member of the Guild by making an 

unrestricted contribution of $5,000 or more and by 

committing to provide an unrestricted contribution of 

$5,000 or more over four more years (five years total) for 

a total contribution of at least $25,000. 

Guild members also become members of the Deans 

Club, are acknowledged in the School’s publications, and 

participate in special events with Dean Daas, prominent 

architects and designers, and university leaders. Recent 

events have included a private tour of KU’s Campanile, 

dinner and drinks in Kenneth Spencer Research Library, 

and a behind-the-scene tour of KU Athletics. 

The Guild is named for Goldwin Goldsmith (1871 - 

1963), who was the School’s first professor and chair. 

He led the school for 15 years and helped bring 

it to international prominence. 

THE GOLDWIN 
GOLDSMITH GUILD

To explore ways you can help, visit 

www.kuendownment.org/arcd  

or contact: 

MAHESH DAAS

Dean and Professor

School of Architecture and Design

mahesh@ku.edu

785-864-3114

LINDSAY HUMMER

Development Director

School of Architecture and Design 

KU Endowment

lhummer@kuendowment.org 

785-832-7428

MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE

KUDOs is published annually by the University of Kansas School of 
Architecture & Design and is distributed to all members of the School of 
12,000, which includes our students, alumni, friends, staff and faculty. We 
want to hear from you! Our address is the University of Kansas School 
of Architecture & Design, 1465 Jayhawk Boulevard, 200 Marvin Hall, 
Lawrence, KS 66045. Please email us at arcd@ku.edu. 

The University of Kansas prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, ethnicity, religion, sex, national origin, age, ancestry, disability, status 
as a veteran, sexual orientation, marital status, parental status, gender 
identity, gender expression and genetic information in the University’s pro-
grams and activities.  The following person has been designated to handle 
inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: Director of the Office 
of Institutional Opportunity and Access, IOA@ku.edu, 1246 W. Campus 
Road, Room 153A, Lawrence, KS, 66045, (785) 864-6414, 711 TTY.© 2018 University of Kansas School of Architecture & Design.

Thank You to the Goldwin 
Goldsmith Guild Members! 

DEAN
Mahesh Daas, DPACSA

DESIGNER
Roberto Muntoreanu

EDITOR /  WRITER
Diane Silver
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_

L to R, Mike Cummings, Dean Mahesh Daas, Gino Polizzotto, and David Morris at the 

Campanile, ready for their tour

_

Steve McDowell watches as KU’s University Carillonneur Elizabeth 

Egbert Berghout, associate professor of music, plays.

_

Mike Cummings, KU University Archivist Rebecca Schulte, Dean Mahesh 

Daas, and Kevin Harden at the Spencer Research Library. The tour of the 

Campanile and Spencer Library were two of the 2017 special events that 

only Goldwin Goldsmith Guild members were allowed to attend. In 2018, 

Guild-exclusive events included a behind-the-scenes experience with 

KU Athletics at the DeBruce Center, which houses Dr. James Naismith’s 

original handwritten rules of basketball.
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